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The Eternal Spark: Celebrating Kenneth
Carless Smith’s Living Legacy

In the bustling city of Toronto, there lives a professor unlike any other: Ken-
neth Carless Smith, affectionately known as KC. Born on May 8, 1932, his
journey through the University of Toronto impacts the world of engineering
and extends far beyond. KC is more than a scholar; he is a beacon of inspira-
tion and individuality.

From the moment KC steps onto the university campus, his presence is
magnetic. His signature pink attire, from an Irish cap to socks, makes him an
instantly recognizable figure. But it’s not just his fashion that sets him apart;
his mind is a treasure trove of knowledge and wit. He transforms complex
engineering concepts into captivating narratives. His “KCisms” turn everyday
observations into profound insights, like his description of democracy as “an
ensemble of freely rotating vectors on a two-dimensional plane,” a reflection
of his ability to present complex ideas engagingly and thought-provokingly.
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4 THE ETERNAL SPARK

KC’s early career was as diverse and groundbreaking as his later years.
From 1954 to 1955, he served with Canadian National Telegraphs as a Trans-
mission Engineer. In 1956, he joined the Computation Centre at the Univer-
sity of Toronto, assisting in the development of high-speed computers at the
University of Illinois, Urbana. His tenure there marked a significant foray
into computing and laid the foundation for his future achievements. In 1960,
he joined the faculty of the Department of Electrical Engineering at the Uni-
versity of Toronto as an Assistant Professor, returning to the University of
Illinois in 1961 as Chief Engineer of Illiac II and Illiac III and Associate Pro-
fessor of Computer Science. In 1965, he returned to the University of Toronto
as a full Professor, later becoming Chair of the Department of Electrical Engi-
neering from 1976 to 1981.

As he co-authors “Microelectronic Circuits” with A. S. Sedra, KC revo-
lutionizes electrical engineering. The textbook becomes a source of enlight-
enment for students worldwide. Despite his stature, KC finds joy in teaching
and uncovering new knowledge.

In his mentorship role, KC is transformative. He encourages students to
embrace failure as a path to success and to continually challenge the status
quo. His mentorship extends beyond academic guidance; it’s a journey into
self-discovery and personal growth. Under his tutelage, students evolve into
thought leaders and pioneers.

KC’s influence extends beyond the past; it’s a living presence in the
present. He inspires, challenges, and ignites passion in the hearts of those
he touches. His teachings, humor, and zest for life resonate within the engi-
neering community and beyond.

The University of Toronto’s memorial service in May 2024 is a celebration
of an enduring legacy, a tribute to a life that continues to guide and inspire.
Remembering KC, we look within and around us with gratitude. We see his
lessons in the innovations he inspired, his laughter in the stories shared, and
the endless possibilities he unlocked. His story, a living narrative, is retold
and relived every day in the lives he has shaped.

In the spirit of KC, the journey continues. His teachings, style, and
approach to life are woven into countless individuals’ fabric. As we navigate
our paths, we carry his wisdom, warmth, and indelible mark. Kenneth
Carless Smith’s story is not just a remarkable life; it’s a legacy alive in
each of us. In every challenge, discovery, and joyous moment, KC guides,
inspires, and reminds us of the beauty and potential within and all around us.

Dr. Christopher Nguyen
CEO & Co-Founder,
AITOMATIC,
Cupertino, CA
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